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I- Introduction 

 

One of the greatest impediments to the development of science, technology and 

innovation sector in Africa and its contribution to Africa’s development at large is 

the communication gap that exists among the major actors and players both within 

and outside the sector. This gap is further exasperated by high level of illiteracy 

and lack of appropriate communication tools and means. This has led to R&D 

outputs laying in laboratory shelves due to the ignorance of the end-users and 

resulting in poor uptake and use of scientific outcomes. This contributed to 

limited level of funding for science and technology sectors primarily due to lack 

of or poor understanding of the role of science and technology in African 

development by policy makers.  

 

It is against this background with the view to improve the quality of  science 

reporting,  that the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), the 

Economic. The United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

(UNESCO), the Department of Education of the Community of West African 

States (ECOWAS) and the Scientific, Technical and Research Commission 

(STRC) of the African Union Commission, facilitated two days workshop, from 

17-18 October 2011, for west African Journalists on the theme: ‘Making Science 

and Technology Information More Accessible for Africa’s Development”. 

 

The workshop was attended by more that  forty (40) participants, including heads 

of key media training institutions, decision-makers, scientists and journalists from 

Benin, Burkina-Faso, Cote-d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea Conakry, Liberia, Mali, 

Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, UNESCO, ECOWAS and ECA. 

II- Objectives 

 

1. Objectives of the workshop 

The main objective of the workshop was to discuss strategies to improve  

the quality of science reporting to the public and its impact on the livelihood of 

African citizens.   

 

 It also aimed to: 
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a. Provide insight into the fundamental roles and responsibilities of science 

journalism for African development; 

b. Determine priority thematic areas and ways to further continuous 

training and development of science journalists; 

c. Consolidate and strengthen of scientific reporting and writing of 

participants with the view to improving the quality of scientific news 

reaching the public; 

d. Exchange on new and emerging  science communication methods and 

approaches; 

e. Help reporters and writers produce accurate and informative stories 

about developments in science, technology, medicine and the 

environment; 

f. Identify challenges to science communication and more effective 

science reporting for further planning. 

III- Expected achievements 

 

 The following achievements were expected : 

 

 Increase participants knowledge on the role of science journalism in social 

and economic development; 

 Improve mechanisms and quality for science reporting to decision-makers, 

to the public at large and its impacts on the livelihood of African citizens; 

 Launch sub-regional platform for information, knowledge and capacity 

building in science journalism.  

III- Workshop outputs 

 

3.1 Opening statement 

 

Four speeches were delivered during the opening statement as follow: 

 

Prof. Joseph Ngu UNESCO Country Representative in Nigeria welcomed 

participants to the workshop and expressed his desire and expectations for the 

workshop. He stated that Africa’s development has been on the front burners of 

international conferences for decades and many development approaches have 

been prescribed and administered by experts in various fields of human 
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Endeavour. He noted that this workshop seeks to support the vision of 

scientifically led development in Africa by intervening in improving 

communication of science to the stakeholders; and also to support the role of 

science and technology for attaining peace, poverty eradication, sustainable 

development and promoting a dialogue among different cultures and knowledge 

systems in Africa. He called on journalists to stimulate public interest and debate 

on areas where science and technology can really impact on the social and 

economic well-being of the society. Citing several examples, he said that 

UNESCO would remain committed to supporting effective implementation of the 

workshop outcomes. 

. 

 

Dr. Thierry Amoussougbo Regional advisor ICT, Science and Technology 

Division, UNECA welcomed participants to the workshop and after introducing 

that science, technology and innovation have served as the foundations of social 

and economic well-being, since the beginning of human civilization, underscored 

that time has come for Africa to consolidate it science basis,  to look for all 

innovative ways to overcome the challenges of being endowed with enormous 

resources and being until now unable to sufficiently translate them into wealth 

creation.  He pointed out that there was a big gap between the knowledge of the 

scientific community and the public understanding of science, including the 

priority which policymakers ought to attach to science, technology and 

innovation. He explained that better communication between scientists and non-

scientists could help bridge the existing gap between the two worlds and promote 

better use of STI for social and economic development.   He added that the 

journalistic community was better placed to analyze and present the science from 

economic, sociological, political, ethical and legal perspectives, adding that the 

workshop offered a timely opportunity to promote quality science journalism on 

STI in West Africa. 

 

 

Dr. Kyari Mohammed Senior Scientific Officer represented the Executive 

Secretary Dr. Mahama Ouedraogo of AU/STRC in his remark  noted that African 

development can be promoted through the application of STI with appropriate 

science communication policy particularly in areas such as rural development, 

traditional medicine, traditional technologies etc. He concluded by calling on 

journalists and educators to collaborate in using traditional and new media in 

cultivating knowledgeable societies.   
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Dr Kouakou Roland head of the Science and Technology section of the Division 

of Education, Culture, Science and Technology of the ECOWAS commission 

talked about the ECOWAS Policy in Science, Technology and Innovation 

ECOPOST yet to be finalized, which aims at mainstreaming STI in development 

goal of the sub-region. Journalists will have a critical role to play in term of 

awareness raising, capacity building, promoting enabling environment for 

ECOPOST effective implementation through continuous communication. 

 

3.2 Proceedings 

 

Several presentations were table to enrich the outcome of the workshop.  Most of 

the speakers highlighted the role of science, technology and innovation in creating 

wealth and contributing to the achievement to the Millennium Development Goal 

(MDGs). The gap between scientific communities, decision maker, the public in 

general and also the lack of quality and intensity of science reporting were also 

highlighted. 

 

Dr. Umar Bindir Director General of National Office for Technology 

Acquisition and Promotion (NOTAP), Nigeria,  presented a keynote paper titled 

the African Trends in STI: the role of journalists. After giving broad challenges 

and opportunities on the continent and in Nigeria in particular in term of 

harnessing science, technology and innovation for sustainable development, he 

explained why Africa still lagging behind in  term of capitalizing on its scientific 

niches. Some of these reasons include lack of communication, ignorance and lack 

of tool to showcase how STI can really accelerate the achievements of MDGs. 

Journalists, Science Communicator, knowledge brokers have a key role to play in 

this regard he insisted.  

 

Dr Umar explained that there are several attributes that distinguish knowledge 

economies and make them vibrant. These include an implementable and articulate 

National Innovation Policy (which is an indigenous resolve by the leadership of a 

Country); a vibrant Science, Technology and Innovation system; functional 

Innovation systems; establishment of National Science Foundation (NSF) for 

massive R&D funding; a clear technology acquisition focus/strategy; 

development of a strong Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) culture; availability of 

a robust Information Communication Technology (ICT) infrastructure; 

development of a strong raw materials endowments and downstream value 

addition; re-align to the SME’s and innovation models nomenclature etc. 

 

In addition to the above, it is imperative to note that the Science, Technology and 

Innovation (STI) elements of the system must be strategically decoded to ensure a 
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functional overlap of these three (the Science, the Technology and Innovation). 

This overlap is the core that triggers and drives all developed economies. In 

Nigeria, the three elements have been divergent and operating in isolation, 

whereas the process of developing a strengthened National System of Innovation 

is the convergence of the three elements to evolve the overlapped core (a vibrant 

STI system). 

 

Dr Umar Bindir also explained that some signals from Nigerian’s system are 

encouraging and indicative of significant prospects. The Government (leadership) 

has set the national development agenda through the Vision 20:2020 and the 7-

Point Agenda to provide the direction for attaining developmental goals. Other 

indicators include a maturing democracy, visionary leadership, targeted strategy 

etc. These have been anchored on achieving the needed synergy required to drive 

the triangle of Technical Efficiency (involving the Government, the knowledge 

system and the industries). The role of journalists is to access the above 

information, raise awareness, educate, remind and guide. You should be at the 

center of process of promoting STI for social and economic development because 

you have the ability and the power to reach out all the people through simple and 

well understood communication! He concluded. 

 

Dr. Kyari Mohammed Senior Scientific Officer, AU/STRC presented the 

African Union S&T Consolidated Plan of Action with brief background and 

challenges from the conceptualization. The flagship research and development 

programmes under the five programme clusters; Biodiersity, biotechnology and 

indigenous knowledge; Energy, Water and Desertification; Material Sciences, 

Manufacturing, Lasers and Post-Harvest Technologies; Mathematical Sciences. 

He further, discussed on improving policy conditions and building innovation 

mechanisms, implementation, funding and governance for the consolidated plan 

of action.  Journalists have a key role to play in conveying the above information 

and message. 

 

Dr. Roland Kouakou, Principal Programme Officer, from the Department of 

Education, Science and Technology of the ECOWAS secretariat presented a 

paper on ECOWAS policy on Science and Technology. 

 

He explained that the ECOWAS science and technology policy (ECOPOST) is at 

its final stage of development and is guided by the Millennium Goals and 

challenges identified by the 1
st
 Conference of Ministers of Science and 

Technology in 2004.  These include: (i) lack of appropriate implementation of 

science and technology activities in the Member States; (ii) inappropriate 

infrastructures, equipments, organizational structures and personnel; (iii) low 
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level of finance.  Indeed, the region allocates less than 0.34 % of its GDP to 

research activities, as compared to those of France: 22 %, USA: 26 % and Japan: 

50 %; (iv) lack of a link between innovation and the use of the applications of 

research findings; (v) lack of a database on activities and science and technology 

experts in the sub-region;  (vi) low quality of standardization of some products 

(thus making some of our products uncompetitive); (vii) duplication of research 

efforts by research institutions; (viii) low level of scientific training coupled with 

gender imbalance in scientific research activities;  and (ix) cumbersome 

administrative procedures in the implementation of science programmes.  

 

Therefore, ECOPOST focuses on the following objectives: (i) Strengthen and 

develop quality scientific and technological structures; (ii) Develop regional 

scientific skills in all strategic sectors with a view to reducing dependence on 

foreign technology; (iii) Guarantee the coherence of initiatives and science and 

technology activities and their application within ECOWAS; and (iv) Improve the 

living and working conditions of scientific and technical personnel; He concluded 

by calling upon journalism for their involvement in popularization and awareness 

raising to ensure the effective implementation of the framework. 

 

Mr. Thierry Amoussougbo Regional advisor ICT, Science and Technology 

Division, of  ECA present a paper on “Building African Countries Capacity in 

STI: ECA workprogram”. He introduced his presentation with development 

opportunities and challenges on the continent. He explained that by applying STI 

to these opportunities, the continent will be home of wealth, economic growth, 

innovative enterprises and industries. Unfortunately Africa is the only continent 

yet well harness his scientific niches in particular and the enormous benefits and  

opportunities offered by STI ;  Africa is still lagging behind in terms of promoting 

STI for socio-economic development. He explained the real situation is that most 

of the scientific institutions, communities are working in silo, there’s weak inter-

action between R&D Institutions, Universities and Industry. STI is not well 

integrated, or used to respond to development goals even though this has been 

highlighted in few countries in the STI policy. Many African countries national 

Innovation System (NIS) are weak or does not exist. Various components of the 

NIS are isolated and are not inter-acting. STI is not given the priority it required, 

global investment in the sector is still low and decreasing despite multiple 

agreements  for example by Heads of Governments and States to increase the 

investment in R&D to at least 1% of GDP. Reforms expected in the Education 

sector to popularize science between youth and women towards  critical mass of 

skilled human force are  far to be well implemented.  The deployment of world 

class infrastructure (even shared), the promotion of collaborative R&D platforms, 

the strengthening of  linkages between R&D Institution, Academia, Universities 
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and Industries and Private sector actors are far to be reached.  There’s a need to 

develop and implement STI awareness and capacity building at all levels: (i) 

Capacity building of the government to develop and adopt STI policy integrated 

into the development goals; (ii) capacity building of the national workforce to 

engage in knowledge intensive production, to innovate; (iii) capacity building to 

prospect, access adopt and adapt existing knowledge for local improvement, for 

innovation; (iv) capacity building in devising innovative mechanism to ensure 

sufficient investment in R&D, through the involvement of local, sub-regional and 

international private actors, the promotion of sub-regional collaborative R&D, etc. 

 

He then talked about ECA’s work programme and initiatives and how it is helping 

to overcome the above?  These include : (i) STI policy formulation and review ; 

(ii) Promotion of knowledge development, sharing and networking, (iii) Business 

development support services; (iv) capacity building activities. Major program 

currently implemented by ECA include: (i) Science with Africa biennale 

conference; (ii) The African technology transfer and development network; (iii) 

The African network for drugs and diagnostic innovation (ANDI); (iv) The 

African science technology and innovation endowment fund (ASTIEF); (v) The 

African Inter-parliamentary Forum on STI, (vi) The African science to business 

challenge (ASBC) ; (vii) Ongoing African Innovation Prize (AIP) in collaboration 

with Switzerland-based foundation, the African Innovation Foundation; for its 

first edition which deadline is end of October 2011 will recognize innovative 

products in the following three categories ; (1) ICT; (2) health and food security; 

and (3) Green technology.  Journalists have a major role to play in term of 

awareness raising,  information, advocacy, lobbying, and educations he 

concluded. 

 

Dr Ilboudo Jean-Pierre talked about UNESCO program for nurturing Excellence 

in African Journalism Education. He noted that improving reporting requires 

tackling the problem at its root through quality education and training in science 

journalism. He informed that UNESCO recognizes the critical need to enhance 

journalism training in Africa through building the capacity of existing institutions. 

As revealed by one of UNESCO’s publication, Africa needs a core of excellent 

facilities, media schools that make a real impact, and which are also at the heart of 

a wider network with other schools. 

 

Therefore, UNESCO is currently implementing a program to nurture excellence 

in journalism education in Africa through Institutional support, capacity building 

of  Media Training Institution to become Centers of Excellence or reference in 

journalism education. The Institutional capacity building activities include, 

curricula development, staff training, learning material, media resource centers, 
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management, media monitoring and networking. Twelve centers of excellence 

and nine centers of reference were identified and are currently partnering with 

UNESCO. Centers of Excellence and of Reference in west Africa include: Le 

Département de Communication et Journalisme of the Université de 

Ouagadougou (Burkina-Faso),  l’Institut Supérieur de l’Information et de la 

Communication de la Guinée (Guinea Conakry) ;  Dept. Of Mass Communication 

, University of Lagos (Nigeria), Dept. Of Mass Communication Lagos State 

Polytechnic (Nigeria), Le centre d’Etude des Sciences et techniques de 

l’Information (CESTI), Dakar, Senegal, L’Institut de Formation aux Techniques 

de l’Information et de la Communication (IFTIC), Niger and the African 

University College of Communications in Ghana.  

 

Prof. Fackson Banda, Programme Specialist, Communication Development 

Division, UNESCO presented a paper on reporting on climate change. He 

introduced his presentation with how to simplify the science of climate change to 

deepen the understanding of the general public. He focused on three issues: First, 

on the nature of science communication that is done through activities of 

professional communicator whose communicative efforts center on effective 

reporting about scientific developments and how they affect society. Second on 

UNESCO’s philosophical and programmatic approach to the subject of science 

communication with emphasis on science journalism in the context of climate 

change mitigation and adaptation, this philosophy comes from the conceptual link 

between science communication and education implicit in the implementation of 

the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) which was viewed 

in terms of three principles; educational, democratic and development. Lastly, on 

some specific activities that UNESCO has carried out, and continues to champion, 

which can contribute towards making the language of climate change easily 

accessible to media audiences. Under this topic UNESCO aimed to; improve the 

basic scientific literacy of media professionals; facilitate access to scientific 

information and knowledge; increase the quantity and quality of science 

journalism, primarily in developing world. He re-iterated that there are lots of 

activities that UNESCO has carried out while some are on-going that the 

continent stands to gain. 

 

Dr. M. Kyari, of AU/STRC talked on Science, Technology, Innovation and 

Intellectual Property Rights: Case of Indigenous Knowledge. He explained that 

WHO estimates that 80% of Africans use traditional medicine and 67% of new 

medicines introduced worldwide from 1981-2002 where derived from natural 

sources. Africa is being endowed with over 50,000 plant species which can be 

used for treatment of diseases. Like NICOSAN capsules made from natural plants 

for the treatment of sickle cell disease, the drug invented in Nigeria,  patented and 
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currently benefiting many. The issue of institutional framework to strengthen 

intellectual property was discussed. He then talked about the Pan African 

Intellectual Property Organization (PAIPO),  a continental organization todeal 

with IPR issues on the continent. 

 

Mr. Mawutodzi Kodzo Abissath, presented a paper on making science and 

technology  information more accessible for Africa’s development:  the Ghanaian 

experience. He underscored the Ghana’s experience in harnessing ICT, science 

and technology for social and economic development. He alluded on the role of 

journalists to support the effective implementation process through awareness 

raising, and communication. 

 

Mr. Remmy Nweke, Senior Reporter ICT, Champion Newspaper Nigeria talked 

about reporting science communication and technology in Nigeria: the pains, the 

gains. He gave an explanation of what is reporting in relation to science. The 

reporting is to give spoken or written account of something that one has observed, 

heard, done or investigated in relation to science. However; science is diverse in 

nature as it has both aspects of natural and social. He further gave examples of 

pains in media science like; time required to do research, lack of stable power 

supply, access to communication technology, ownership of basic tools or devices, 

prioritization of needs, inadequate local source, lack of trust on media for fear of 

being misquoted, identification and chasing of experts, lack of media involvement 

in scientific finding among other things.   

 

Mr. Onche Odeh, Head, Education/Science/Agric, Independent Newspapers 

Nigeria presented a paper on Africa’s political instability and science reporting. 

He stated that for science journalist what is most important are; precision, 

impersonal, technical, factual, etc but yet they are being criticized of 

exaggeration, misrepresentation and others.  He mentioned that in many occasions 

science journalists were caught in the middle of conflict reporting. Then how far 

can a science journalist go in search of evidence before publishing a report?  Care 

must be exercised in reporting and one must know the sensitivity of items being 

reported. 

 

Mr. Diran Onifade, President, African Federation of Science Journalists talked 

on” key science communication issues: Priorities for Africa”. He presented the 

role of the world federation of science journalist on mentoring, and twinning 

programme in Africa. He then talked about the opportunities offered by WFSJ 

and African Federation of Science Journalists (AFSJ) to strengthening science 

journalism on the continent, such as online science journalism courses, capacity 

building activities, information and knowledge sharing.  
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He stressed that to strengthen science reporting on the continent there’s a need to 

strengthen science journalism education and promote association and networks. 

To optimize existing resources for better impact  there’s’ a need for international 

and regional organizations to support existing platforms and promote new ones 

where there’s a gap, such as the African Federation of Science Journalists, 

national association of science journalists, science journals etc.. Networks will be 

a platform of training, mentoring, capacity building, information and knowledge 

sharing. 

 

Mr. Akin Jimoh, Program Director, Devcoms Network, talked on reporting on 

science policy. He underscored that journalists should establish a good 

relationship with scientists, decision-maker, access Internet, use google, research 

engines, read various on-line materials, to learn about science policy, to support 

his investigation to be able to conveyed the right information to the public in 

general.  Referring to World Federation of Journalists on-line platform,  he 

informed that: There are different types of science policy stories, the most basic 

one being short news that reports certain policies being enacted. This type of story 

seems simple, but it is not easy to boil down the most important information to 

just a few sentences. Other types of policy stories are features and news focuses 

that detail the appeals and debate for (or against) certain policies, or analyze the 

impact of policies for your readers. A feature story, like in other fields, must be 

in-depth and informative, yet cannot cover everything - even a long feature. So 

you still need to choose key information. 

 

Writing opinion pieces on science policy is very often a chance for a science 

reporter to promote his or her reputation within a news organization he remarked. 

He then advised regular organization of a long-term at least (two weeks or month)  

hand on practices capacity building activities on science journalism.  

 

Mr. Declan Okpalaeke, Editor-in-Chief News Digest International Mentor 

WFSJ/SjCOOP, presented a paper on “reporting on controversies of scientific 

outcomes”. Mr Declan explained that any new point of view that questions 

current concepts or overturns accepted dogma, theory or practice, such and GM 

crops,  is a potential controversial story. He observed that there are many different 

types of controversy, and some will present themselves more obviously than 

others to science reporters. Journalists need to be very scrupulous in preparation 

of such a story. Informed coverage of a controversial scientific issue could lead to 

benefits for the public; Controversial issues provide an opportunity to educate 

readers and raise public awareness he explained. 
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Dr. Hassan Omowunmi,  Principal Research Officer,  National Centre for 

Technology Management (NACETEM),  Federal Ministry of Science & 

Technology Nigeria . She presented a paper on science, technology and 

innovation (STI) policy trends in Nigeria:  the role of the media.  

 

Mr. Aimable TWAHIRWA Rwandan bashed journalist presented a paper on 

The role of Science Journalists Association in improving reporting on Science : 

Rwanda Experience.  He talked about the need for members capacity building, 

effective networking and strong and functional organizational structure. He noted  

also that there’s a  lack of media awareness about their role in creating greater 

dialogue with scientists, policy makers and the public in Rwanda. Most ofthem 

are less interested to launch a dedicated programme or pages on Science related 

issues particularly on Climate Change , biotechnology,  HIV / AIDS, agricultural  

Research (eg: Crops   intensification, agricultural mechanization) and renewable 

energies (eg: Solar plants). He dwelled on the missing link, the gap between 

journalist and researchers and misquotes that will generate controversies. He then 

raised a number of recommendations; encouraged members to participate in 

scientific workshop, organizing field trips, arranging Interviews with researchers, 

creating online forums (e.g yahoo  group, Website). 

 

3.3 Outcomes 

 

Following the presentations and discussion, ECOWAS Network of  Science 

Journalists (ENSJ) steering committee was created and members of the steering 

committee appointed, and the following recommendations were adopted by the 

meeting. 

 

Recommendations: 

We, the participants of the West-African regional workshop on “Making Science 

and Technology Information More Accessible for Africa’s Development”, jointly 

organized by the United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation (UNESCO), the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

(ECA), the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the 

Scientific, Technical and Research Commission (STRC) of the African Union 

Commission (AUC), gathered in Abuja to discuss ways of better reporting 

science, technology and innovation (STI). 

 

The workshop, held from 17 to 18 October 2011 on the ECOWAS premises in 

Abuja, brought together forty (40) heads of key media training institutions, 

decision-makers, scientists and journalists from Benin, Burkina-Faso, Cote-
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d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea Conakry, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, 

Senegal, African Federation of Science Journalists (AFSJ), UNESCO, ECOWAS 

and ECA. 

 

As part of our two-day deliberation, we agreed as follows: 

 

Recognising 

 

 Science, technology and innovation have served as the foundations of 

social and economic well-being since the beginning of human civilization; 

 Africa may not be able to meet its healthcare, water, infrastructure, 

education and employment needs, develop its industries as well as 

overcome its economic challenges without significant investment in 

science, technology and innovation; 

 Scientists and research institutions are important sources of information 

and knowledge in improving the quality and quantity of science reporting; 

Noting 

 

 The inadequate relationship that exists among scientists, research 

institutions and journalists, which in turn affects effective communication; 

 Only effectively communicated knowledge can benefit individuals with 

the power and skills to put it into practice – whether those individuals are 

government officials and decision-makers, community groups and their 

representatives, or even non-governmental organizations; 

 The gap between political rhetoric, policy and legislative practice in the 

implementation of science and technology initiatives; 

 Well trained science journalists are more likely to influence public views 

and perceptions on certain key issues, such as genetically modified 

organisms (GMOs), genetic engineering, biotechnology and the proper 

ways of handling industrial and domestic waste to improve the quality of 

our environment;  

 The imperative for well trained science journalists to help in securing the 

much-needed funds for capacity-building in STI journalism; and 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledging : 
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 UNESCO’s programme on building and strengthening capacities for 

science journalism on the continent; 

 The African Innovation Framework (AIF) recommendations in promoting 

science journalism; 

 The on-going incorporation of science journalism into general journalism 

curricula by the UNESCO centres of excellence and reference in 

journalism education; and 

 Existing media development platforms and initiatives such as the World 

Federation of Science Journalists (WFSJ), the African Federation of 

Science Journalists (AFSJ), and National Association of Science 

Journalists. 

 

Now recommend that: 

 

To UNESCO, ECA, ECOWAS and AUC: 

 

Strengthening the institutional framework for science journalism 
 

 Support the creation of national associations of science journalists  in all 

ECOWAS Member States; 

 Strengthen existing associations through support to the effective 

implementation of their action plans; 

 Promote the ECOWAS Network of  Science Journalists (ENSJ), whose 

members attended the workshop; 

 Strengthen the linkage between the ENSJ and the African Federation of 

Science Journalists (AFSJ);  

 Support the implementation of the action plans and activities of the 

African Federation of Science journalists (AFSJ), including updating their 

information and knowledge repository,  and capacity building. 

 

Building human capital for science journalism  

 

 Support the development of science journalism curricula and training 

programmes in general and specific courses on such issues as biopiracy, 

Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), climate change, energy, biodiversity, 

forestry, water, sanitation, in partnership with universities, research 
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institutions, national academies of science, media training centers, and 

others; 

 

 Support the development of science communication curricula for 

scientists; 

 Strengthen the capacity of existing African trainers on science journalism;  

 Undertake to organize sector specific annual workshop on Intellectual 

Property Rights (IPR) and other emerging issues; 

 Support the development of  a manual on science reporting; 

 Support the creation of science journalism certificates, diplomas,  and  

degrees;  

 Improve and expand in-service science journalism training at all tertiary 

levels; 

 Promote media fellowships, awards, grants and mentoring in science 

journalism; 

 Support in-house training on science news reporting; 

 

Advocacy and outreach 

 

 Support the creation of a regular annual ECOWAS journal on science, 

industry and communication; 

 Support the development of science knowledge repositories in the sub-

region; 

 Create an on-line information and knowledge sharing platform on science 

journalists to be moderated respectively by the national associations of 

science journalists; and 

 Promote in all ECOWAS Member States science magazines, newsletters, 

broadcasting, and on-line media. 

 

To ECOWAS Member States: 

 Support the establishment of a national  and thematic associations of 

science journalists, complete with a website,  and action plan; 

 Support the creation of national associations of press secretaries in 

Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) Institutions in all ECOWAS 

member States; 

 Facilitate the creation of on-line platform for sharing among Member 

States information and knowledge about best practices in support of 

science journalism; 

 Develop a comprehensive and coherent strategy for promoting a critical 

mass of science journalists in each Member State; 
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 Promote a platform for information and knowledge exchange between 

journalists and scientists; 

 Initiate local resource mobilization in support of the development of such 

a critical mass of science journalists; and 

 Participate actively in popularizing the activities of the ECOWAS 

Network of  Science Journalists (ENSJ)  as a show of political goodwill 

and commitment. 

 

IV- Conclusion and way Forward 

 

The workshop on “Making science, technology and innovation information for 

Africa’s development” was one of its kinds,  evidenced by the high enthusiasms 

expressed by participants and the willingness to establish sustained platform to 

ensure the implementation of the adopted recommendations. The involvement of 

the World federation of Science Journalists (WFSJ), The African federation of 

Science Journalists (AFSJ), is another positive environment that will help for the 

effective implementation of agreed steps. This implementation will impact the 

role of STI in social and economic development in the sub-region and on the 

continent in general. 

 

ECA in collaboration with UNESCO shall partner and support the ECOWAS 

Network and the effective implementation of others recommendations from this 

workshop. 
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Annex I : ECOWAS Network of  Science Journalists (ENSJ) 
steering committee: 

 

 The meeting appointed the following countries and representatives as 

member of the NESJ. 

 
N° Position Country Name 

1 President Burkina-Faso Ms. Ramata Sore – Senior Journalist – 

Evenement – Burkina-Faso 

E-mail. ramata_sore@yahoo.fr 

2 Vice-President Mali  Mr. DIAKITE Filifing 

Chargé de Mission, Cellule de 

Communication Primature, Bamako, Mali 

E-mail. filifing@filifing.org 

3 Secretary Nigeria  Mr. Remy Nweke – Senior Reporter 

Champions newspaper- Nigeria 

E-mail: remnekkv@gmail.com; 

4 Members Benin Mr. Guedegbe  Gérard - Journaliste- 

Peer Mentor- President - Réseau 

béninois des Journalistes et 

Communicateurs Spécialisés en 

Education(RJCE-BENIN)- Benin 

E-mail. seragerry@gmail.com 

  Ghana ABISSATII Mawutodzi Kodzo, Senior  

Journalist, Executive member of Ghana 

ICT Journalist Association 

E-mail. abissath@gmail.com 

  Guinea CAMARA Bangaly- Director General - 

Institut Supérieur de l’Information et 

de la Communication, Guinea 

Conakry 

E-mail. isicgn@yahoo.fr 

  Liberia  Ki Abdullai Kamara, Chairman Center for 

Media Studies and Peace Building, 

Monrovia 

E-mail. abdullai824@yahoo.com  

  Niger KHAMED Abdoulaye, Director 

General IFTIC Niger 

E-mail. 

khamed.abdoulaye@gmail.com 
  Senegal SARR Ibrahima, Director CESTI, Senegal 

E-mail. sarr.cheikh@gmail.com 

  African Federation of 

Science Journalists- 

Jimoh Akinlabi Kareem, Development 

Communications Network and World 

mailto:ramata_sore@yahoo.fr
mailto:remnekkv@gmail.com
mailto:seragerry@gmail.com
mailto:abissath@gmail.com
mailto:isicgn@yahoo.fr
mailto:abdullai824@yahoo.com
mailto:khamed.abdoulaye@gmail.com
mailto:sarr.cheikh@gmail.com


 

 18 

AFSJ- Federation of Science Journalist, Nigeria 

Email. ajimoh@devcomsnetwork.org 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ajimoh@devcomsnetwork.org
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Annex II : Workshop Agenda 

 

DAY 1: Monday 17, October 2011 
 
08:30 – 09:30  Registration 
 
09:30 – 10:00  Session I: Opening Session 

 

Chair: Dr. Kyari Mohammed, Senior Scientific Officer, 

African Union Commission-STRC, Lagos  

 

Rapporteur: (tbc)  

 

Opening remarks: 

 

 Mr. Joseph Ngu, Director of the UNESCO Office in 

Nigeria, Abuja 

 

 Mr. Thierry Amoussougbo, Regional Advisor, ICT, 

Science and Technology Division (ISTD), Economic 

Commission for Africa (ECA), Ethiopia 

 

 Dr. Kyari Mohammed, Senior Scientific Officer, 

African Union Commission-STRC, Lagos  

 

 ECOWAS Representative 

 

 Introduction of Participants 

 
10:00 – 11:00 Session II: Setting the scene – Global Science, Technology 

and Innovation (STI) Trends and Programs – The Role of 
Media 

 

This session, will focus on the major development 

challenges facing Africa today and how science and 

science journalism might enable Africans to address and 

resolve those problems. It will also present on-going 

regional frameworks, programs of AUC, UNESCO and 

ECA  that aims to build African countries STI base and 

create enabling environment for STI for development.  
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Chair: Mr. Diran Onifade, Publisher, AfricaSTI.com and 

President, African Federation of Science  Journalists, 

Nigeria 

 

 KeyNote Speech : Global STI trends in Africa – The role of 

journalists – Eng Umar Bindir, Director of NOTAP, Nigeria 

  

 Regional STI programs: 

 

 African Union Commission (AUC) Science program: 

The  Consolidated Plan of Action and inter-

Government STI bodies, Dr. Kyari Mohammed, 

Scientific Officer, African Union Commission-STRC, 

Lagos  

 

 ECOWAS Policy on Science and Technology, Dr. 

Roland Kouakou, Chef Division Science and 

Technology, ECOWAS Secretariat  

 

 

11:00 – 11:30  Coffee Break 

11:30 – 12:30 Session II (ctd): Global Science, Technology and 

Innovation (STI) Trends and Programs – The Role of 

Media 

 

 Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) Trends in 

Nigeria: The Role of media, Dr.(Ms) Hassan, 

National Centre for Technology Management 

(NACETEM), Nigeria 

 

 Building African Countries Capacity in STI : ECA 

Work Program, Thierry Amoussougbo, Regional 

Advisor, ICT, Science and Technology, Division, ECA 

 

 Discussions 

12:30 – 14:30  Lunch 

 

14:30 – 16:00 Session III: Getting started: The importance of science 

reporting in promoting STI for social and economic 
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development in Africa & Experience of  Centers in 

Science Journalism 
 

This session will explore the role of science communication 

in addressing  STI trends,  challenges and opportunities in 

Africa. 

 

Chair: Dr. Roland Kouakou, Chef Division Science and 

Technology, ECOWAS Secretariat  

 

 UNESCO media program: Nurturing Excellence in 

African Journalism, Dr. Jean-Pierre Ilboudo, 

Regional Adviser for communication and information, 

UNESCO, Addis Ababa 

 

 Experience from UNESCO’s referemce and 

excellence centres : 

 Niger 

 Guinea 

 Burkina-Faso 

 Senegal 

 Nigeria 

   

16:00 – 16:30  Coffee Break 

 

16:30 – 17:30 Session III (ctd): Getting started: The importance of 

science reporting in promoting STI for social and 

economic development in Africa 
 

 Making Science and Technology Information More 

Accessible for Africa's Development - The 

Ghanaian Experience, Mr. Mawutodzi  Abissath, 

Executive member of Ghana ICT Journalist 

Association, Ghana 

 

 Reporting Science, Communication & Technologies 

in Nigeria: The Gains, The Pains, M. Remmy 

Nweke, Senior  Reporter, Champion Newspapers, 

Nigeria 
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 Africa's Political Instability and Science Reporting, 

Mr. Onche Odeh, President, Nigeria Association of 

Science Journalists (NASJ), Nigeria 

 

Discussions  

 

!7:30   Closing of the day 

 
DAY 2: Tuesday 18, October 2011 

 

09:00 – 11:00     Session IV: Reporting on STI emerging Issues 

 

Chair: Dr Jean-Pierre Ilboudo, Regional Adviser for 

communication and information, UNESCO, Addis Ababa 

Rapporteurs:  
 

 Climate Change : Mitigation and adaptation, the role of 

Media, Prof Fackson Banda, Communication and 

Information sector, UNESCO Headquarter  Paris 

 

 Science, Technology, Innovation and Intellectual 

Property Right: Example for Indigenous knowledge, Dr. 

Kyari Mohammed, Scientific Officer, African Union 

Commission-STRC, Lagos  

 

 Making Science and Technology Information More 

Accessible for Africa's Development - The Ghanaian 

Experience, Mr. Mawutodzi  Abissath, Executive member 

of Ghana ICT Journalist Association, Ghana 

 

 Reporting Science, Communication & Technologies in 

Nigeria: The Gains, The Pains, M. Remmy Nweke, 

Senior  Reporter, Champion Newspapers, Nigeria 

 

 Africa's Political Instability and Science Reporting, Mr. 

Onche Odeh, President, Nigeria Association of Science 

Journalists (NASJ), Nigeria 
 

Discussions 
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11:00 – 11:30  Coffee Break   
 

11:30 – 12:30     Session V: Science Journalism skill and models 

 

Chair: Mr Amoussougbo, Regional Advisor, ISTD, ECA, 

Addis Ababa 

 

 Key science communication issues: priority for Africa 

and covering science by TV, Mr. Diran Onifade, 

Publisher, AfricaSTI.com and President, African 

Federation of Science  Journalists, Nigeria 

 

 Reporting on Science policy: Why should you care 

about science policy? What is science policy, anyway? 

Interviews for science policy reporting, Mr. Akin Jimoh 

M.Sc.; MPH Program Director Anglophone Coordinator, 

WFSJ/SjCOOP 

 

 Reporting on Controversies -- Why should you report 

controversies - Ethics in reporting science controversies, 

Mr. Declan Okpalaeke's, Editor -in-Chief News Digest, 

Nigeria 

 

Discussions 

 

12:30 – 14:30  Lunch 

 

14:30 – 16:00 Session V (ctd):  Science journalism, skills and models 

(ctd) 

Chair: Mr Amoussougbo, Regional Advisor, ISTD, ECA, 

Addis Ababa 

 

Techniques for communicating STI to the Public, Eng 

Umar Bindir, Director General, NOTAP, Niegria 

 

Communicating science in a changing media landscape: Is 

social media relevant? What about connectivity? Why 

should journalists be part of Twitter ? Ms Brenda Zulu, 

Africa regional Editor, SciDev,  Zambia 
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 The role of the Association of Science Journalists in 

improving reporting on science : Rwanda experience,  
Ms. Aimable Twahirwa,  Science Journalist, Rwanda 

 

 The African Association of Science Journalism and the 

TOR of National Association (TOR), Mr. Diran Onifade, 

Publisher, AfricaSTI.com and President, African 

Federation of Science  Journalists, Nigeria 

 

Discussions 

 

16:00 – 16:15  Coffee Break 

 

16:15 – 16:45 Session V (ctd):  Science journalism, skills and models 

(ctd) 

 Launching of African Network of Science Journalists –

Establishing of steering committee, ECA, UNESCO, AUC, 

AFSJ 

 Adoption of the workshop recommendations 
 

!6:55   Closing  
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Annex III : List of Participants 

 

 
 

COUNTRY / 

PAYS 

NOMS/NAMES FONCTIONS/STATU

S 

ADRESSE/ADDRESS 

PAYS/ COUNTRIES 

BENIN GUEDEGBE 

Gerard 

Journaliste- Peer 

Mentor 

RJCE Benin www.rjcebenin.net 

Tél. + 229 97084415 

E-mail. seragerry@gmail.com  

BURKINA FASO Ramata SORE 

 

Journaliste  1170 Ouagadougou  09  

Tél. + 226 70267473 

E-mail. ramata_sore@yahoo.fr  

GOUBA Firmin Enseignant Chercheur Université de Ouagadougou 

Département de Communication et Journalisme 

Tél. + 226 70242991  

E-mail. firmingouba24@yahoo.fr 

GHANA ABISSATII 

Mawutodzi 

Kodzo 

Journalist Ass. ICT Journalists of Ghana 

PO Box TU III, Accra, Ghana  

Tél. +233 (0)244773085 

E-mail. abissath@gmail.com  

GUINEE DIALLO 

Kadiatou 

Thierno 

Journaliste Reporter Ministère de la Communication 

Agence Guinéenne de Presse 

Tél. + 224 62336745/+224648966239  

E-mail. kadiatoudiallo2002@yahoo.fr 

CAMARA 

Bangaly 

Directeur Général Institut Supérieur de l’Information et de la 

Communication, 

ISIC6GUIN2E BP 954 Conakry 

Tél. + 224 63878513 

E-mail. isicgn@yahoo.fr 

LIBERIA Ki Abdullai 

Kamara 

Chairman Center for 

Media Studies and 

Peace Building 

Tél. + 231-6-522334 

E-mail. abdullai824@yahoo.com  

MALI DIAKITE 

Filifing 

Chargé de Mission, 

Cellule de 

Communication 

Primature 

Tél. + 223 66228888/ +223 79427863 

E-mail. filifing@filifing.org 

NIGER KHAMED 

Abdoulaye 

Directeur Général de 

l’IFTIC 

S/c Ministre Nigérien de la Communication et des 

Nouvelles Technologies 

Tél. + 22794553557/ +22797720757 

Fax : +227733605 IFTIC  

E-mail. khamed.abdoulaye@gmail.com  

NIGERIA Dr (Mrs) 

Hassan 

Principal Research 

Officer/ STI Policy 

National Centre for Technology Management 

(NACETEM),  Nigeria, Obafemi Awolowo 

http://www.rjcebenin.net/
mailto:seragerry@gmail.com
mailto:ramata_sore@yahoo.fr
mailto:firmingouba24@yahoo.fr
mailto:abissath@gmail.com
mailto:kadiatoudiallo2002@yahoo.fr
mailto:isicgn@yahoo.fr
mailto:abdullai824@yahoo.com
mailto:khamed.abdoulaye@gmail.com
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Omowunmi Desk Officer University, ILE- IFE 

Tel. + 234 (0) 8034241874   

Email. reachaoh@yahoo.co.uk   

Dr. Umar Buba 

Bindir 

Director General / 

CEO 

National Office for Technology Acquisition and 

Promotion (Federal Ministry of Science & 

Technology) 4, Blantyre Street, off Ademola 

Adetokumbo Crescent, Wuse II, Abuja, Nigeria, Tel. 

+234 803 315  61 17 / + 234 946 111 83 Email. 

ubindir@yahoo.com  

Dr. Mohamed 

KYARI 

Senior Scientifique 

Officer 

Union Africaine Commission- Bureau de Lagos 

Nigeria, Tel. +234 8065891643 

Email. moikwa@gmail.com 

Augustine 

Abutu Alex 

Editor 

AFRICASTI.COM 

Abuja, Nigeria, Tel. +234 8068701960 

Email. alexyabutu@gmail.com 

Adokiye 

Dagogo-George 

Science Journalist/ 

Public Relations 

Practitioner 

NOTAP- National Office for Technology Acquisition 

and Promotion (Federal Ministry of Science & 

Technology) 4, Blantyre Street, off Ademola 

Adetokumbo Crescent, Wuse II, Abuja, Nigeria, Tel. 

+234 8055188955 / + 234 9-46 11377 Email. 

adokiye2@yahoo.com 

Prof. Ralpha  A. 

AKINFELEYE 

Chair/ Head of Dept. 

Of Mass 

Communication 

Cordinator UNESCO 

CoE Iw Nigéria 

University of Lagos, Lagos State, Nigeria 

Tel. +234 8023021980 

Email. ralphakinfeleye@hotmail.com 

ROMMY Imah Editor Lagos State, Nigeria 

Tel. +234 8023542332 

Email. imarom2003@yahoo.com 

WALE Ajayi Head of Dept. Of Mass 

Communication 

Lagos State Polytechnic Ikorodu, Nigeria 

Tel. +234 08055336294 

Email. waleajayi@gmail.com 

Jimoh Akinlabi 

Kareem 

Journalist Development Communications Network and World 

Federation of Science Journalist 

Lagos, Nigeria 

Tel. +234 8033053713 

Email. ajimoh@devcomsnetwork.org 

ODEH Onehe Journalist Nigerian Ass of Science J. 

Lagos, Nigeria, Tel. +234 7083014964 

Email. odehbishop@yahoo.com 

DIRAN Onifade Journalist African Federation of Science Journalists 

Nigeria, Tel. +234 8033710654 

Email. diranx@msn.com 

NWEKE Remmy Journalist Nigeria- Lagos 

Tel. +234 8023122558/ +234 8037000475 

Email. remmyn@gmail.com 

 Declan 

OKPALAEKE 

Journalist/ Media 

Trainer 

Nigeria- Lagos 

Tel. +234 8023011211 

mailto:reachaoh@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ubindir@yahoo.com
mailto:moikwa@gmail.com
mailto:alexyabutu@gmail.com
mailto:adokiye2@yahoo.com
mailto:ralphakinfeleye@hotmail.com
mailto:imarom2003@yahoo.com
mailto:waleajayi@gmail.com
mailto:ajimoh@devcomsnetwork.org
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Email. jenius99@yahoo.com 

SENEGAL Ibrahima Faye Directeur de 

Publication 

PRESSAFRIK.COM 

Tél. + 221 776502385 

E-mail. ilf@pressafrik.com  

SARR Ibrahima Directeur CESTI CESTI BP 5005 DAKAR-FANN 

Tél. + 221776370168/+221338246875 

Fax : +221338242417 

E-mail. sarr.cheikh@gmail.com  

RWANDA TWAHIRWA 

Aimable 

Chief Editor Science 

Journalist 

Tél. + 250 788448858 

Fax : +250 252587216 

E-mail. twahaime@yahoo.fr  

ZAMBIA BRENDA 

ZULU 

Journalist AFRICA INTERACTIVE MEDIA (AIM) 

PLOT NO. A343 MANDEVU, LUSAKA 

Tél. + 260 977 891431 

E-mail. brendazulu2002@gmail.com  

ORGANISATIONS/ ORGANISATIONS 

UNESCO ILBOUDO Jean 

Pierre 

Conseiller Régional 

De L’UNESCO  

UNESCO ETHIOPIE 

PO BOX 1177 ETHIOPIE 

Tél. + 251- 922099598 

Fax : +251-115511414 

E-mail. jp.ilboudo@unesco.org  

BANDA 

FACKSON 

Programme 

Specialist 

UNESCO PARIS 

1,RUE MIOLLIS 75732 PARIS CEDX 15 

Tél. + 33 (0) 145684202 

Fax : + 33 (0) 145685585 

E-mail. f.banda@unesco.org 

UNECA AMOUSSOUGB

O THIERRY 

HYACINTHE 

Regional Advisor UNECA (UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC 

COMMISSION FOR AFRICA 

Tél. + 251911684197 

E-mail. tammoussougbo@uneca.org 

COMMISSION 

CEDEAO 

KOUAKOU 

Roland 

HEAD of the Division 

Science and 

Technology 

ECOWAS Commission, 101 Yakubu Gowon Crescent, 

P.M.B. 401, Asokoro District, Abuja - Tel: + 234 (0) 

706 800 44 76, E-mail : rkouakou@ecowas.int 
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